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reality of this recovery I have no space to do more
than name two or three indications. First of all,
there was the awakening of a new consciousness
in the minds of the rich of their obligations to the
poor : c" Under the influence of the stoic teaching
of the brotherhood of men and the duty of mutual
help, both private citizens and benevolent princes,
from Nero to M. Aurelius, created charitable
foundations for the orphan and the needy." i The
same doctrine of fraternity left its impress, broad
and deep, on Roman law. In opposition to early
Roman thought Stoicism "maintained the existence
of a bond of unity among mankind which tran-
scended or annihilated all class or national limita-
tions." The acceptance of this principle carried
with it many changes both in the political and the
domestic world : "In the political world, the right
of Roman citizenship, with the protection and the
legal privileges attached to it, from being the
monopoly of a small class, was gradually but
very widely diffused. In the domestic sphere, the

reality an age of moral reformation. There was the growth of
a higher religious morality, which believed that God was pleased
by moral action rather than by sacrifice. There was a growth
of a belief that life requires amendment. There was a reaction
in the popular mind against the vices of the great centres of
population. This is especially seen in the multiplication of
religious guilds, in which purity of life was a condition of member-
ship " (Hatch's HMert Lectures, p. 140).
1 JRoman Society, p. 97.